Gilda’s Club 2008 Speech
Hello my name is Steven Smolyn.  I am 15-years-old and I will be a sophomore as of September.  I live across the river in Summit, New Jersey.  I have been donating to Gilda’s Club through my luminary sale for the past 5 years.
In May 1999 my uncle, John McKenna, was diagnosed with mantle cell lymphoma.  The prognosis for this illness was poor.  Hearing this at age 40 was devastating to him.  While we were investigating his treatment options, a friend told us about Gilda’s Club.  Gilda’s Club helped my uncle get through his 5-year battle, which ended in July 2004.

Uncle John would come for his weekly support groups here in this building.  He met others who could relate to living with cancer.  They shared ideas and gave each other hope.  Gilda’s Club helped my uncle far more than any medicine.  
5-years-ago. I got the idea from my mother to go door-to-door selling luminaries.  I sold from 1 to 200 luminaries per person.  Luminaries are the little candles in the paper bags that light your walkway around the holiday season.  I charged $2.00 per bag which included a 15-hour candle.
I raised $100 my first year, $500 my second year, $1290 in 2005, $3100 my fourth year, and $ 3206.  After a matching gift each year from Pitney Bowes (where both my parents work) I have managed to raise over $16,500 for Gilda’s Club New York City.

My goal is to get others to duplicate my efforts around the country for Gilda’s Club.  One of the reasons that I enjoy raising money for Gilda’s Club is that I have my own little non-profit business.  I sell, supply, assemble, deliver, and collect the donations of the luminaries.  Most of my customers buy luminaries from me every year.
I appreciate the opportunity to speak with you all & I plan to see you next year.  I am honored to raise money for such a courageous group of people.
